CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1 . A method for configuring a pnoduct that is associated with a number of 
configurable features, wherein the method albws a customer to dynamically interact with 
a supplier of the product over the Internet dur ng the configuration, the method 
comprising: 

receiving from the supplier an availab i 
product selected by the custom 

updating an in-process bill of material! ; 



2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 



repeating the steps of receiving and up- 



ity date that corresponds to a feature of the 
er; and 

to reflect that selected feature. 



ating a number of times until the 




configuration is complete thereby yielding a completed bill of materials. 

3. The method of claim 1 , whereinjthe step of receiving from the supplier an 
availability date is preceded by the step of: 

communicating the selected feature to tHe supplier. 



4. The method of claim 1 , the method further comprising: 

in response to the received availability date being unsatisfactory to the customer, 
communicating a customer specified availability date to the supplier. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein tpe availability date received from the 
supplier is in response to a customer specified availability date communicated to the 
supplier. 

6. The method of claim 1 , wherein trie availability date received from the 
supplier is in response to a customer specified price communicated to the supplier. 
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7. The method of claim 1 , fu ther comprising: 

deriving, from the in-process bill materials, an in-process manufacturing bill of 
materials that reflects the deceived availability date that corresponds to the 
selected feature. 

8 . The method of claim 1 , the method further comprising: 
receiving a price that corresponds to the selected feature. 

9. The method of claim 8, the method further comprising: 

in response to the received price be ng unsatisfactory to the customer, 
communicating a customer specified price to the supplier. 

10. The method of claim 8, whertein the price received from the supplier is in 
Response to a customer specified availabilityldate communicated to the supplier. 

1 1 . The method of claim 8, wherein the price received from the supplier is in 
response to a customer specified price communicated to the supplier. 

12. The method of claim 8, wherein a relationship between the customer and 
the supplier has a configuration side associatedlwith the customer, and a resource 
planning side associated with the supplier, and tihat configuration side-resource planning 
side relationship is respectively one of a consumer-seller relationship, a seller- 
manufacturer relationship and a manufacturer-vindor relationship. 

1 3 . The method of claim 1 2, further comprising: 

in response to the price of the selected feature being determined on the 

configuration side, deriving an in-process pricing bill of materials from the 
in-process bill of materials, whereiii the in-process pricing bill of materials 
reflects the price of the selected feature; and 

in response to the price of the selected feature being determined on the resource 
planning side, deriving the in-processlpricing bill of materials from an in- 
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process manufacturing bill ojf materials that is derived from the in-process 
bill of materials and reflects the received availability date of the selected 
feature. 

14. A system for configuring a pi ;>duct that is associated with a number of 
configurable features, wherein the system all dws a customer to interact with a supplier of 
the product over the Internet during the configuration, the system comprising: 

a configuration application for receiving a product feature selected by the 

customer, and for validating a number of constraints associated with that 
product feature; I 

a communication module coupled to the configuration application for 

communicating the selected product feature to the supplier, and for 
communicating an availability date of that product feature from the 
supplier to the configuration application; and 

a first storage area coupled to one of the configuration application and the 

communication module for storing an in-process bill of materials that 
reflects the product feature selected by the user. 

1 5 . The system of claim 14, wherein after the customer has completed the 
configuration, the in-process bill of materials represents a completed bill of materials. 

16. The system of claim 14, wherein in response to the availability date being 
unsatisfactory to the customer, the communication module communicates a customer 
specified availability date to the supplier. \ 

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the availability date is in response to a 
customer specified availability date communicated to the supplier by the communication 
module. 1 

18. The system of claim 14, wherein the availability date is in response to a 
customer specified price communicated to the supplienby the communication module. 




5024423 



39 



PATENT 



19. The system of claim 1 4, ^herein 
materials is derived from the in-process l{>ill 
of the selected product feature. 



an in-process manufacturing bill of 
of materials, and reflects the availability date 



20. The system of claim 14, further comprising: 

a second storage area coupled to oke of the configuration application and the 
communication module for storing an in-process manufacturing bill of 
materials that reflects the availability date of the selected product feature; 
and 

a third storage area coupled to onfe of the configuration application and the 

communication module f )r storing an in-process pricing bill of materials 
that reflects a price of the selected product feature. 



2 1 . The system of claim 1 4, 
communicating a price of the selected 
configuration application. 



wherein the communication module is also for 
prbduct feature from the supplier to the 



luct 



22. The system of claim 2 1 , 
an availability date communication 

date of the selected prodi 

application; and 

a price communication module 
product feature to the con: 



wiherein the communication module comprises: 
module for communicating the availability 
feature from the supplier to the configuration 



for 



23. The system of claim 14, w 



communicating the price of the selected 
Iguration application. 



therein a relationship between the customer and 
the supplier has a configuration side asso ;iated with the customer, and a resource 
planning side associated with the supplied, and that configuration side-resource planning 
side relationship is respectively one of a consumer-seller relationship, a seller- 
manufacturer relationship and a manufacturer-vendor relationship. 

24. The system of claim 23, wherein: 
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in response to the price of the selecte 



configuration side, an in-process pricing bill of materials is derived from 



the in-process bill of material 



product feature being determined on the 



, wherein the in-process pricing bill of 



materials reflects the price oflthe selected feature; and 
in response to the price of the selected product feature being determined on the 
resource planning side, the in- process pricing bill of materials is derived 
from an in-process manufacturing bill of materials that is derived from the 
in-process bill of materials anc reflects the received availability date of the 
selected feature. 



25. The system of claim 14, further 
a user interface coupled to the config^rat 
interact with the system. 



comprising: 

tion application for allowing the user to 



26. . The system of claim 14, further comprising: 

an inventory library coupled to the configuration application for providing the 



customer a number of product 
the product. 



features that can be selected to configure 



27. A method for configuring a pr )duct that is associated with a number of 
configurable features, wherein the method all >ws a customer to dynamically interact with 
a supplier of the product over the Internet dur ng the configuration, the method 
comprising: 

communicating a customer selected product feature to the supplier; 

receiving from the supplier an availability date that corresponds to that selected 

product feature; 1 
in response to the availability date being unsatisfactory to the customer, 

communicating a customer specified availability date to the supplier; and 

receiving from the supplier an accommodation based on the customer specified 
availability date. 
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28. The method of claim 27, further 

updating a bill of materials to reflect 
supplier. 



compnsing: 
the accommodation received from the 



1 29. The method of claim 27 5 

2 availability date that satisfies the customer S] 



whetein the accommodation is one of an 

ecified availability date, and a reduced price. 



30. A process for configuring a pr :>duct that is associated with a number of 
configurable features, wherein the customer dynamically interacts with a supplier of the 



product over the Internet in order to define a 



set of sales parameters that includes an 



availability date of at least one of the configurable features, the method comprising: 

responsive to the customer selecting a feature of the product, receiving from the 

supplier an availability date that corresponds to that selected feature; 
updating an in-process bill of materials to reflect that selected feature; and 
in response to the customer being satisfied with the sales parameters, submitting a 

completed bill of materials t d the supplier. 

31. A computer program produc t, stored on a computer readable medium, for 
configuring a product that is associated wit i a number of configurable features, wherein 
in response to the computer program produ :t being executed by a processor, the processor 
performs the steps of: 

receiving from a supplier over the Internet an availability date that corresponds to 

a product feature selected bM a customer; 
in response to the availability date being unsatisfactory to the customer, 

communicating over the Internet a customer specified availability date to 
the supplier; and 

receiving from the supplier over the Internet an accommodation based on the 
customer specified availability date. 



32. The computer program product of claim 3 1 , further comprising: 
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updating a bill of materials to reflect 
supplier. 



he accommodation received from the 



stored on a computer readable medium, for 
number of configurable features, wherein 
)eing executed by a processor, the processor 




33. A computer program product, 
configuring a product that is associated with 
in response to the computer program product 
performs the steps of: 

responsive to a customer selecting a fekture of the product, receiving from a 
supplier over the Internet an avjailability date that corresponds to that 
selected feature; 

updating an in-process bill of material^ to reflect that selected feature; and 
in response to the customer being satisfied with a set of sales parameters including 
the availability date of the selected feature, submitting a completed bill of 
materials to the supplier over the Internet. 

34. A system for configuring a product that is associated with a number of 
configurable features, wherein the system allows a customer to interact with a supplier of 
the product over the Internet during the configuration, the system comprising: 

a configuration application means for receiving a product feature selected by the 
customer, and for validating a nui iber of constraints associated with that 
product feature; 

a communication module means coupled to the configuration application means 
for communicating the selected product feature to the supplier, and for 
communicating an availability date of that product feature from the 
supplier to the configuration application means; and 
a first storage area means coupled to one olf the configuration application means 
and the communication module mepns for storing an in-process bill of 
materials that reflects the product feature selected by the user. 
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